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Momentum. Simply defined, it is “the strength or 
force that allows something to grow stronger or 
faster as time passes.” But there was nothing simple 
about the momentum building in our Valley and 
at the Regional Chamber throughout 2015 as we 
worked to lay the foundation for our future. 
Economically, last year was challenging, not only in 
the Valley but across the country. And while 2016 
looks to hold some of the same challenges, we 
are planning to run full-speed ahead with several 
new initiatives that are designed to spur long-
term growth in the Youngstown-Warren region 
while promoting all of our impressive assets. As 
you review the pages of this annual report, you 
will note the inclusion of initiatives such as the 
OH-PA Stateline Export Initiative, Eastern Ohio 
Military Affairs Commission and the 422 Corridor 
Redevelopment Plan, all of which we launched with 
full force in 2015.
Momentum is two initiatives you will hear much 
more about in 2016 that will greatly impact our 
community, JobsNow and Victory For the Valley. 
JobsNow is a significant new workforce initiative 
that will help close the gap between the demand 
for skilled labor and the supply of workforce-
ready employees in the Valley. A partnership with 
OhioMeansJobs and WKBN, JobsNow is a one-
stop service to promote available jobs, provide 
workforce data to educators in order to encourage 
occupations where there is a predicted shortfall 
and provide drug testing, background checks and 
skills assessment for qualified applicants. 
Victory For the Valley is our strategy to bring 
unprecedented attention to the area when the 
presidential convention takes place in Cleveland in 
July. The Chamber’s Vice President of Government 
Affairs, Guy Coviello, actually began to work on our 

Atty. Martha Bushey
Chairwoman of the Board 

Tom Humphries
President & CEO 

strategy for the convention when he joined our 
organization in the fall of 2014. His tireless efforts 
have resulted in our plan to bring site selectors to 
town that week to not only take part in convention 
activities, but also to spend time in Youngstown-
Warren, touring the area, meeting with our 
business leaders and learning about what makes 
the Valley such an attractive place for business. 
Additionally, with 15,000 credentialed media 
covering the convention, we certainly intend to 
garner their attention and ensure our place on the 
map (stay tuned).
Momentum is a new model and focus for our 
nearly 100 membership events and the value that 
they bring to our nearly 2,900 member companies 
and organizations. At the close of 2015, the 
Chamber partnered with events and production 
powerhouse JAC Management; with their team 
and expertise, we will undertake a comprehensive 
review of all of our events and work to make 
them even more exciting and essential for our 
members in coming years.
Momentum is continually being the third-largest 
metro chamber in the State of Ohio, by size of 
membership—an impressive feat, when considering 
the size of the eight metro areas that follow. Last 
year we experienced a tremendous boost in 
membership during a three-day event in which 
230 volunteers helped us sign on new members. 
We were “wowed” not only by the participation but 
by the enthusiasm and commitment of the entire 
group. 
Momentum is 2016. Our pace continues, as we 
anticipate more than $1 billion in development, 
expanded membership offerings, new marketing 
products and phenomenal results with all of our 
recently launched initiatives. 

Message from the Chairwoman and President & CEO

Momentum is you. Your support of our 
organization and efforts enables us to accomplish 
so much each year. Together, we are helping to 
make the Youngstown-Warren region a thriving, 
vibrant community today, tomorrow and beyond.

Atty. Martha Bushey 
Chairwoman of the Board
 

Thomas M. Humphries
President & CEO
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The Chamber received 54 inquiries in 2015, 
resulting in 30 non-local tours of the region. 
Since 1993, the Chamber has assisted with 505 
projects with investments totaling well over $4.5 
billion and resulting in nearly 30,000 retained/
maintained jobs.

Economic Development

2015 Regional Chamber Economic 
Development Results:

Projects completed: 18

Total investment: $65,862,942

New jobs: 796

New payroll: $24,024,326

Jobs retained/maintained: 1,386

Payroll retained/maintained: $30,997,805

Retention and expansion visits: 1,159

The Economic 
Development division, 

led by Senior Vice 
President Sarah Boyarko, 

coordinated more than 
$11 million in property 

acquisition and site work  
last year in preparation for  

2016 announcements.

The Chamber’s Economic 
Development staff 
assisted in securing 
$285,000 from the Ohio 
Rail Development 
Commission to 
support $571,000 in 
rail upgrades to a 
Norfolk Southern 
line from North 
Jackson to 
the General 
Motors 
facility in the 
Village of 
Lordstown. 
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OH-PA Statel ine Export In i t iat ive 
Launched in January 2015 in partnership with Youngstown State University’s International 

Trade Assistance Center, the OH-PA Stateline Export Initiative has garnered lots of interest 
and national accolades this year. The 10-county, multi-state initiative is designed to help 

companies build revenue and stability by providing opportunities in both domestic and international markets.
In October, the OH-PA Stateline Export Initiative steering committee hosted Marek Gootman 

of the Brookings Institution for an overview of the initiative’s progress and tours with current and 
pending exporters. Gootman also spoke about the state of exporting and future opportunities. In 

December, the OH-PA Stateline Export Initiative received recognition by the Mid-America Economic 
Development Council at its annual Competitiveness Conference & Site Selector Forum in Chicago. The initiative also 

received praise from the Brookings Institution and was cited by Global Trade Magazine for Youngstown’s ranking as a “Best 
City for Export Assistance” in its annual “Best Cities for Global Trade” issue.

produce 350 million pounds of high-quality 
aluminum billet annually.
Chamber Economic Development staff 
assisted in securing $285,000 from the Ohio 
Rail Development Commission to support 
$571,000 in rail upgrades to a Norfolk Southern 
line from North Jackson to the General Motors 

Construction is nearly complete on the 225,000 
square-foot Matalco aluminum remelt facility at 
the Ohio Commerce Center and is on target 
to open in May 2016. Once up and running, 
Matalco will have the largest footprint in North 
America within its industry.  This $100 million 
investment will create 60-80 full-time jobs and 

facility in the Village of Lordstown. The Chamber 
identified 31 properties, buildings and land 
that will be marketed to companies in need of 
rail-served sites. Without the upgrades, these 
locations could be less desirable, resulting in 
fewer development opportunities in those 
communities.

TOP LEFT: Matalco Inc.’s new 
aluminum remelt facility in the Ohio 
Commerce Park in the Village of 
Lordstown.
TOP RIGHT: Marek Gootman (left) 
and Brandon Lamoncha, Sales 
Manager at Humtown Products in 
Columbiana in October.

Notable Business Attraction,  
Retention & Expansion Activity in 2015
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investments in the U.S., and northeast Ohio is an 
ideal location for their needs.
Chamber President & CEO Tom Humphries  
and Wang hosted Director General Calvin  
Chen-huan Ho and Director Steven Y.M. Lin 
from the Taipei Economic & Cultural Office 
in Chicago. While visiting, the Chamber’s 
guests met with Congressman Bill Johnson 
and also attended the NYO Property Group 
ribbon cutting for the Wick Tower building in 
Downtown Youngstown.

Chamber staff hosted international events 
involving companies, consultants and 
government officials from India, Germany, 
Taiwan, Canada and Cuba last year. Each of 
these opportunities offered the potential 
for future exporting or attraction of foreign 
investment to the Valley. The Chamber 
hosted Cuban officials in April and August to 
discuss renewed trade relations and business 
opportunities.
In partnership with TeamNEO, Chamber 
Senior Vice President of Economic 
Development Sarah Boyarko and Chamber 
Board Member Florence Wang presented 
the benefits of doing business in the Valley 
to a delegation of six Chinese firms in 
March in Cleveland. Each of the companies 
in attendance are considering long-term 

2015
International 

Activities
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The Chamber team spent much of 2015 laying the groundwork for a new workforce initiative 
in our Valley. The result, JobsNow, will help close the gap between the demand for skilled labor 

and the supply of workforce-ready employees in the Valley. We know that many companies 
are experiencing a shortfall of trained, qualified workers who are capable of filling existing job 

openings. In addition, workers move from one employer to another for small wage increases, 
and employment postings are not yielding great response in the community. This new initiative, in 

partnership with OhioMeansJobs and WKBN, will be a one-stop service to promote available jobs, 
provide workforce data to educators in order to encourage occupations where there is a predicted 

shortfall and provide drug testing, background checks and skills assessment for qualified applicants. 

Created in partnership with the Regional Chamber, ACTION, Choffin Career 
and Technical Center, Youngstown City School District (YCSD), Eastern 

Gateway Community College and the City of Youngstown, this program pairs 
11th- and 12th-grade YCSD students with businesses in the area for work or 

internship opportunities. Students must have a 2.0 GPA and be recommended by 
their teachers. Once enrolled in the program, students will be trained on resume 

building, interview techniques, appropriate dress, etc. that are essential for 
being successful in the workforce arena. So far, 132 students are involved in the 

program, and 75 have already been placed at businesses within the community. 

Business Community Connectors Program

LEFT: (L to R) Commercial Specialist Alina 
John Mayo, Minister Counselor Ruben 
Armos Arrieta (Embassy of the Republic 
of Cuba), Herbert Schuler (CEO, 
General Extrusions) and Sarah Boyarko 
(Chamber Senior Vice President of 
Economic Development).
MIDDLE: (L to R) Steven Y.M. Lin, 
Tom Humphries, Florence Wang 
and Calvin Chen-huan Ho
RIGHT: Boyarko and Wang 
(second and third from right) 
with a delegation of six 
Chinese firms in Cleveland.
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the Valley,” 
includes the 

Chamber’s 
bringing site 

selectors to the 
Youngstown-

Warren region to 
meet key leaders 

and learn more about the region’s assets, while 
also promoting our community to the 15,000 
media and thousands of attendees who will 
attend the convention.
The Chamber’s showcasing of our region also 
included bringing greater awareness of our 
local arts organizations to state officials. Ohio 
Speaker of the House Cliff Rosenberger visited 
Stambaugh Auditorium, and Linda Woggon, 
executive director for Ohio Citizens for the 
Arts, toured many of the local arts and cultural 
facilities. Two members of the state’s Arts and 
Culture Capital Committee, Tom Johnson, 
co-chair, and Karen Gahl-Mills, also visited local 
facilities. 
In addition, the Government Affairs division 
organized a contingent of local arts 
representatives to attend the Governor’s Ohio 

The Government Affairs division ensured that 
our Valley shined as we hosted several meetings 
and events with state and federal officials. The 
Chamber held roundtables with U.S. Sens. Rob 
Portman and Sherrod Brown, and in the spring, 
hosted a breakfast with the entire Valley state 
legislative delegation—four representatives and 
two senators. In August, Ohio State Attorney 
General Mike DeWine spoke at a luncheon at 
Leo’s Ristorante in Warren, and in the fall, many 
state and local officials, as well as U.S. Rep. Bill 
Johnson, attended the fifth annual Salute to 
Elected Officials Wine Tasting at Avalon Inn 
and Resort in Warren. The event was attended 
by nearly 200 Chamber members and elected 
officials, including city mayors, township trustees, 
county commissioners and more. 
The Chamber team also invited and 
accompanied 35 Valley leaders to the first 
Republican debate in Cleveland in early efforts 
surrounding a greater plan to capitalize on the 
presidential convention that will take place there 
in the summer of 2016. That plan, “Victory For 

Government Affairs
Vice President of Government 
Affairs Guy Coviello and his 
staff took advantage of many 
opportunities to promote the  
Valley to state and federal 
officials in 2015. 

Arts Day Luncheon and Awards. As a result of all 
of these efforts, Valley resident Dr. Farid Naffah 
received a gubernatorial appointment to the 
Ohio Arts Council, while JAC Management 
President Eric Ryan was appointed to the Ohio 
Citizens for the Arts Board of Directors. The 
appointments mark the first time that Valley 
residents have been part of either group for at 
least several decades, if not ever. 

Lordstown Mayor Arno Hill, left, was presented with the Thomas M. 
Humphries Public Service Award at the 2015 Government Leadership 

Academy graduation dinner. With him is Frank Valley, CFO of Berk 
Enterprises, which sponsored the Academy. 

RIGHT TOP: Ron Klingle, left, CEO 
of Avalon Holdings Corp., and 
David Mosure, vice president 
of ms consultants inc., are 
shown at the annual Salute to 
Elected Officials wine tasting 
event held in November. 

RIGHT BOTTOM: Many 
state and local officials 
attended the Salute to 
Elected Officials wine 
tasting.
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In 2015, the Chamber’s infra-
structure group, Grow Mahoning 

Valley (GMV), formed three 
subcommittees focused on Meridian 

Road upgrades in Youngstown, the U.S. 
Route 422 corridor between Warren 

and Youngstown and the Golden Triangle 
area in Warren and Howland, to help move 

these projects forward. As another means 
of furthering the projects on the GMV list, the 

Chamber drafted a letter to state and federal 
elected officials representing the Valley, urging  

a long-term transportation funding solution. 

Grow Mahoning Valley

Ohio Attorney General Mike 
DeWine spoke at the Government 
Affairs Council luncheon in August.

The Regional Chamber’s Government Affairs Council 
(GAC) heard from numerous speakers throughout the 
year, including representatives from both sides of the 
debate on Ohio’s Issue 3, the ResponsibleOhio marijuana 
legalization amendment. The GAC also helped to craft a 
public policy agenda for the Chamber, noting the issues 
that are most important to Valley businesses.  Regular 
“Legislative Updates,” launched in 2015, kept Chamber 
members up-to-date on the latest legislation that was in 
front of public officials. At the GAC’s holiday luncheon 
in December, the group heard from Dr. Paul Sracic, 
professor and chair of the Department of Politics and 
International Relations at Youngstown State University, 
who spoke about the upcoming presidential election.

One of the ongoing goals of the Government 
Affairs division is to increase the number of qualified 
candidates running for office and competitive races in 
local elections. In 2015, compared to the last similar 
election in 2012, both Trumbull and Mahoning counties 
experienced increases in the number of candidates 
running for office, as well as the number of competitive 
races for the March 2016 primary election. As a result, 
the Government Affairs staff also predicts an increase 
in the number of competitive races in the November 
2016 general election. 

2016 Primary –  
Trumbull and Mahoning Counties
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Sales and Services
products, college tuition benefits, free 
wellness discount program, Teladoc 
and Legal Shield, just to name a few.  
This program truly offers something for 
everyone.  
We have seen more and more members 
taking advantage of our other, longtime 
cost-saving benefit programs, such 
as our Chamber Energy Solutions 
program offering discounts on 
electricity and gas usage with Palmer 
Energy; shipping with Partnership; 
workers’ compensation with 
CompManagement; and office 
supply discounts with our Staples 
Rewards program.  Members 
continue to lock in their 
healthcare plans through our 
partner Anthem to receive 
great savings on healthcare 
while also turning to Master 
Security for discounted pre-
employment screening services 
and WorkMed for savings 
on drug testing needs.

In 2015, the Sales and Services team 
experienced a phenomenal year of growth, 
as we held our first volunteer-driven—231 
volunteers, in fact!—membership event in May, 
recruiting 371 new members and increasing 
overall membership to nearly 2,900 businesses. 
Other significant numbers in 2015 included:

3rd: largest metro chamber in the State of 
Ohio

$375: the lowest membership dues  
of any metro Chamber in Ohio (for the  
basic Business-level membership)

691: new members 

85%: annual retention rate 

100: events held 

As we experienced growth with membership 
and looked to put an even greater emphasis 
on the programs and services we offer, we 
welcomed Rachel Flickinger to our team in the 
fall as the vice president of Sales and Services. 
She is responsible for membership growth, 
retention, member benefits and services, the 
Mahoning Valley Safety Council, Leadership 
Mahoning Valley and event engagement. 
One new benefit we added to our portfolio last 
year was the Flexible Benefit Program, through 
Colonial Life, offering portable, voluntary health 

The Sales & Services team, 
led by Vice President Rachel 

Flickinger, experienced a banner 
year with significant growth 

in membership and some new, 
“powerful” events.
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in Mahoning and Trumbull counties, we held 
Good Morning breakfast programs in 17 
cities, villages and townships. These events 
each featured several speakers who updated 
attendees on special projects, school news and 
overall growth in their respective communities.
Other event highlights for 2015 included a 
unique Economic Forecast breakfast in which 
a panel of speakers from nine local banking and 
financial institutions each gave a presentation on 
economic observations and predictions for the 

(cont’d on page 10) 

As we are constantly creating new events to 
accommodate the needs of our member 
businesses, in 2015 we launched one of the 
most successful networking opportunities in 
recent years. Power Lunches ignited a significant 
amount of interest, as they enabled intimate 
networking and valuable connections for 
members. The twice-monthly events at various 
member restaurants were so well received, that 
we added Power Breakfasts and Power After 
Hours for 2016 to fit all schedules.
In an effort for our members and the Chamber 
to learn more about the many communities 

Special Events

TOP LEFT and CENTER: Our membership was clearly 
not all-work-and-no-play, as volunteers ensured lots of 
fun and laughs at the membership event held in May.
ABOVE: Fowler/Vienna was just one of many 
communities the Chamber visited for a “Good 
Morning” update. 
BELOW: At the 2015 Annual Meeting, Mark “Bo” 
Pelini, Head Football Coach, Youngstown State 
University, received the William G. Lyden, Jr. Spirit of 
the Valley Award.
Atty. Alan Wenger, Harrington, Hoppe & Mitchell, LTD, 
received the Donald Cagigas Spirit of the Chamber 
Award.
Ohio State Rep. Sean O’Brien (D-63) received the 
Chairwoman’s Political Achievement Award.
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(cont’d from page 9)
area. At our 23rd annual Athena Award event, we 
honored recipient Genie Aubel of St. Elizabeth 
Boardman/Mercy Health and spent the evening  
with keynote speaker Beth Mooney, chairman and 
chief executive officer for KeyCorp. and one of  
Forbes and Fortune magazines’ “most powerful  
women in the world.” State of Ohio Treasurer Josh 
Mandel talked about the state’s  
new financial transparency website, ohiocheckbook.com,  
at our Salute To Business breakfast.  And, we rounded out 
the year by crowning Chris Jaskiewicz of HopeStar, LLC  
king of the dance floor at our fourth Black &  
White Gala.

Betsy Antenucci Kuhn of 
Antenucci, Inc. (left) received 
the Mahoning Valley Safety 
Council’s 2015 Joan Kovach 
Safety Leadership Award. 
The honor, presented by 
Claudia Kovach of City 
Machine Technologies (right), 
recognizes Valley businesses 
and individuals who have 
effectively transformed their 
workplaces from high-risk 
cultures to safety-driven 
environments. The Mahoning 
Valley Safety Council is the 
largest Chamber-based safety 
council in Ohio, with 337 
companies enrolled. 

TOP LEFT: Black & White Gala winner Chris Jaskiewicz, President & 
Founder, HopeStar, LLC
TOP RIGHT: ATHENA Award Recipient Genie Aubel, President, St. 
Elizabeth Boardman Hospital, Mercy Health
CENTER: Salute to Business award recipients, speakers and 
sponsors Sharon Hrina, Vice President, Akron Children’s Hospital 
Mahoning Valley, Business Professional of the Year; Peppe & Bob 
Smith, Owners, Camelot Lanes, Small Business Professional of the 
Year; Tom Humphries, President & CEO, Regional Chamber; Spiro 
& George Bakeris, Owners, Ohio Commerce Center, Business 
Advocate of the Year; and Ted Schmidt, Regional President, PNC 
Bank, Luncheon Sponsor. 
BOTTOM: Salute to Business award recipients, speakers and 
sponsors Atty. Marty Bushey, Manchester, Newman & Bennett, 
Chairwoman of the Regional Chamber’s Board of Directors; 
Don Crane, President of the Western Reserve Building & 
Construction Trades Council, Awards Presentation Sponsor; 
Kevin Reilly, Executive Vice President, Builders Association 
of Eastern Ohio & Western Pennsylvania, Salute to Labor 
Award recipient; Tracie Mavrogianis, Vice President 
of Human Resources, AVI Foodsystems, Special 
Membership Award recipient; Dominic Marchionda, 
Principal & CEO, NYO Property Group, Special 
Membership Award recipient; Eric Ryan, President, 
JAC Management Group & Eric Ryan Productions, 
Entrepreneur of the Year; Deryck Toles, Founder 
and President, Inspiring Minds, Non-Profit 
Professional of the Year; and Bo Pelini, Head 
Football Coach, Youngstown State University.
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The Leadership Mahoning Valley class of 2015 partnered 
with Junior Achievement of the Mahoning Valley, 

Someplace Safe and Beatitude House for its class project. 
Together, the class mentored Valley youth, painted bedrooms 

at the women’s shelter and donated much-needed items to the 
non-profit organizations.

The Youth Leadership Mahoning Valley classes partnered with both 
Second Harvest Food Bank and Akron Children’s Hospital for their 

class projects. Members of the junior 
class donated over 100 books to the 

Reach Out and Read program at Akron 
Children’s Hospital while the sophomore 

class collected in excess of 80 pounds of 
food for Second Harvest Food Bank as part 

of its yearly food drive. 

Awards2015
William G. Lyden, Jr. Spirit of the Valley Award:
Mark “Bo” Pelini, Head Football Coach, Youngstown State University

Donald Cagigas Spirit of the Chamber Award:
Atty. Alan Wenger, Harrington, Hoppe & Mitchell, LTD

Chairwoman’s Political Achievement Award:  
Ohio State Rep. Sean O’Brien (D-63)

ATHENA Award:  
Genie Aubel, President, St. Elizabeth Boardman Hospital, Mercy Health

Business Professional of the Year:  
Sharon Hrina, Vice President, Akron Children’s Hospital Mahoning Valley

Business Advocate of the Year:  
Spiro & George Bakeris, Owners, Ohio Commerce Center  

Non-Profit Professional of the Year:  
Deryck Toles, Founder and President, Inspiring Minds

Salute to Labor Achievement:  
Kevin Reilly, Executive Vice President,  
Builders Association of Eastern Ohio & Western Pennsylvania

Entrepreneur of the Year:  
Eric Ryan, President, JAC Management Group & Eric Ryan Productions 

Small Business Professional of the Year:  
Peppe & Bob Smith, Owners, Camelot Lanes

Special Membership Award:  
Tracie Mavrogianis, Vice President of Human Resources, AVI Foodsystems 

Special Membership Award:  
Dominic Marchionda, Principal & CEO, NYO Property Group 

Joan Kovach Safety Leadership Award:  
Antenucci, Inc. 

Canfield Business Pride Award: Magnolias on the Green Salon & Spa

Spirit of Canfield Award:  
Mark Graham, Executive Vice President and Chief Credit Officer, Farmers National Bank

Black & White Gala Winner: 
Chris Jaskiewicz, President & Founder, HopeStar, LLC

Thomas M. Humphries Public Service Award:  
Arno Hill, Mayor of Lordstown

Clarence Smith/Fred Alberini Leadership Award:  
David Turner, External Affairs Manager, FirstEnergy

Leadership Mahoning Valley 
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Chamber Foundation

The foundation is grateful to its strong core of 
supporters and enthusiastic about contributions 
from new corporate benefactors and grant-
making organizations.  This progress will allow 
the Regional Chamber to focus on multiple 
initiatives in 2016 for an even greater impact in 
the Valley!
Two of those initiatives gained significant traction 
in 2015, and all of the Chamber’s efforts with the 
Eastern Ohio Military Affairs Commission and 
the 422 Corridor Redevelopment plan are due 
to yield impressive and vital results in 2016 and 
beyond.

The Youngstown Warren  
Regional Chamber Foundation 
is an IRS-designated 501(c)(3) 
operating foundation that  
funds a substantial portion  
of the Regional Chamber’s  
non-profit programming.  
Atty. John Rossi has led  
the foundation for the  
past year, and during  
that time, foundation  
support increased and  
exceeded $500,000.  

Pentagon to make the U.S. military more 
efficient. 
In 2015, the Chamber brought on board Atty. 
Vito Abruzzino to oversee EOMAC efforts. Since 
then, the former Major with U.S. Army Reserves 
JAG Corps has worked with the commission to:
• Advance several land-acquisition initiatives 

to help expand both the mission and the 
footprint of YARS.

• Facilitate the launch of four working groups 
addressing federal military initiatives, veterans 
matters, community partnerships and state-
based initiatives to bolster the missions at 
both Camp Ravenna and YARS.

ABOVE: A pair of modified C-130H Hercules tactical cargo aircraft, assigned to the 910th Airlift Wing, sit on the ramp as the 
sun rises over Hill Air Force Base, Utah. The 910th is home to the Department of Defense’s only large area, fixed wing aerial 
spray capability.

Eastern Ohio Military Affairs 
Commission 
The Chamber launched the Eastern Ohio 
Military Affairs Commission (EOMAC) last year to 
enhance the military value and national defense 
excellence at the Youngstown Air Reserve 
Station (YARS), which pumps $180 million into 
our economy, and other installations throughout 
eastern Ohio. The commission will prepare 
for another federal 
Base Realignment 
and Closure process 
whereby Congress 
works with the 

(U.S. Air Force photo/by Staff Sgt. Rachel Kocin) 
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• Conduct internal studies on long-term viability 
of Air Spray mission and the modernization of 
legacy aircraft.

• Spearhead efforts to establish joint-use 
agreements with local institutions of higher 
education, to include Youngstown State 
University and Kent State University. 

• Build a regionally diverse military affairs 
commission from the ground up, while already 
receiving recognition from federal and state 
leaders for its bold initiatives and stalwart 
efforts.

In 2016, the group will focus on cementing 
EOMAC’s presence at the table when federal, 
state and local leaders meet to deliberate 

military affairs in the Valley; integrating new 
leadership elements into current EOMAC initiatives; 
launching marketing efforts; preparing for and 
anticipating changes inevitably coming with 
the next election cycle; conducting an annual 
conference with all key stakeholders in order to 
homogenize the message and initiatives for the 
remainder of 2016 and into 2017; preparing 
for potential BRAC scenarios through 
consultation with  regional and national 
consulting groups and elected leaders 
in order to excel in BRAC committee 
measuring criteria; and becoming the 
subject matter experts on military 
presence and initiatives occurring in  
our geographic footprint.   

TOP RIGHT: Col. James Dignan, commander of the 910th Airlift Wing 
based at the Youngstown Air Reserve Station, accepts a certificate from 

Chamber President & CEO Tom Humphries, at the Chamber’s board of 
directors meeting.

LEFT: Capt. Donald Singleton, aircraft maintenance officer with the 910th 
Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, leads Maintenance Group members in the 

oath of enlistment.

(U.S. Air Force photo/Master Sgt. Bob Barko Jr.)

(U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Rick Lisum) 
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projects, bike trail construction, building façade 
improvements and more. 
Last year was a productive one for the initiative, 
as significant project accomplishments included 
the Mahoning County portion of the roadway 
being prioritized for paving; Downtown Girard 
receiving a competitive business revitalization 
grant; targeted housing strategies being 
updated; more than 40 blighted houses  
being demolished within the target area;  

In the fall of 2015, Lauren Johnson joined the 
organization as the project manager of the 
422 Corridor Redevelopment Plan, created 
with community stakeholders in 2014 to 
transform the stretch of 422 at the intersection 
of Mahoning and Trumbull counties and build 
an attractive commercial and residential gateway 
into Youngstown and Girard. Action teams set 
forth under the plan are tackling blight removal, 
cleanup, landscaping and beautification 

422 Corridor Redevelopment Plan

the Youngstown Neighborhood Development 
Corporation opening its blight-fighting base 
in corridor target area at 45 Oneta; and Girard 
receiving a small craft launch grant from the 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources.
In 2016, Johnson will look forward to new and 
expanded community partnerships, including 
with Youngstown State University Regional 
Economic Development Initiative, YSUscape 
and Youngstown CityScape. 

BOTTOM LEFT: The Youngstown Neighborhood 
Development Corporation recently opened a new 
blight-fighting facility in the corridor study area. 
BELOW: More than 40 demolitions of vacant, 
blighted housing took place in 2015.

The Mahoning 
County portions of 
422 were prioritized 
for repaving at a 
total project cost of 
$2.3 million.

Before After
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To learn more about how we can help your business, contact 

Sarah Boyarko, vice president of Economic 

Development, North America 

Sarah@regionalchamber.com • 330.744.2131, ext.17

GAINING NATIONAL ACCLAIM

The OH-PA Stateline Export Initiative:

Since its launch in January, the OH-PA Stateline Initiative  — created by the 

Youngstown/Warren Regional Chamber and Youngstown State University’s 

International Trade Assistance Center to increase export activity in a 10-county 

region of Ohio and Pennsylvania — has received national recognition:

A Brookings representative recently visited Youngstown to meet with 

Chamber and YSU leaders, as well as businesses in Ohio and Pennsylvania 

that are currently or interested in exporting.

Global Trade Magazine

•	

 cited this initiative when it ranked Youngstown one 

of the “Best Cities for Export Assistance” in its fourth annual “Best Cities for 

Global Trade” report in October.

The Brookings Institution also praised the 

• 
OH-PA Stateline Export Initiative, saying,  

“...the initiative shows a strong commitment

For more information about the OH-PA Stateline Export Initiative, visit:

ohpaexports.com

to expanding global economic reach through

the identification of  regionally competitive strengths 

and an increase in exports and would ensure long-term 

economic success for businesses located in the 10-county 

area that are interested in expanding to global markets.”

The goals of the export initiative are to identify potential businesses that are able to 

partner with foreign-owned firms, develop a network of individuals here and abroad 

who support local businesses with importing/exporting and understand the local 

manufacturing community in order to support their needs in international trade, 

training and expanding markets.

As our Take 5 video broadcast featuring stories 
about our members began its third year of 

production, we changed the format from bi-
monthly editions to weekly segments in order to highlight even more businesses and 

accomplished individuals than before. We added “Tips on a Dime” to tackle specific 
questions with our appropriate member experts and caught up with some fun, unique 

people in our “5 in 5” segment.
We also spent many months laying the groundwork for the launch of a new (but old, but 

new again!) marketing product in 2016. Valley Business Magazine will make its return 
as a sister publication to Valley Magazine. Valley, the lifestyle-themed magazine that we 

launched in 2013, will still bring readers lots of great stories focused on living and playing in 
the Youngstown-Warren area. Valley Business, however, will be all about you—our members! 

We’re excited to write about your successes and triumphs and also feature some of the lighter 
side of business, like cool office space, fun facts and an up-close view of companies and their 

products. 
On a national front, our team showcased the accomplishments of the Chamber and our 

Valley overall via ads in publications like the Wall Street Journal, Global Trade Magazine and 
Site Selection. And, the longtime work and story of the Youngstown Central Area Community 

Improvement Corporation, which the Regional Chamber manages, to renovate, demolish or build 
on the more than 50 properties that had been vacant in Downtown Youngstown for many years, was 

selected to be featured in the International Economic Development Council’s spring 2016 journal.  
Our Valley’s story actually continues to spread around the world, and in 2015, we tracked the largest 

number of positive news stories appearing in the media ever, at 750. This year, we expect that number 
to be exponentially higher, as we look to capitalize on the 15,000 members of the media who will be 

covering the presidential convention in Cleveland in July. 
Our narrative is far from over, and we’re looking forward to sharing more.

Marketing
The Chamber’s Marketing  
team, led by Vice President of  
Marketing & Special Events  
Kim Calvert, continued  
to spotlight our members,  
organization and Valley to an  
ever-growing and captivated  
audience.
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We extend our thanks 
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Annual Meeting     
sponsors.       

  Gasearch, LLC
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Retirement Services, Inc.

  AEY Electric, Inc.

PATRONS:

FRIENDS:

LUNCHEON SPONSOR:

Acknowledgements

PARTNERS:

The Regional Chamber’s Finance 
division, led by Chief Financial Officer 
Angela Neely, focuses primarily on 
the generation of accurate, timely 
and meaningful financial reports that 
enable the Chamber’s management 
and Board of Directors to effectively 
and efficiently react to changing 
economic conditions.  

Wages
55.05%

Payroll  
Taxes/ 

Benefits
10.31%

Consulting 
Fees

5.62%

Functional
3.96%

Office & 
Occupancy

7.25%

Marketing
7.40%

Events
9.60%

Other
0.81%

Membership Dues
43.59%

Contracts 
& Grants
43.59%

Foundation 
Support
22.82%

Membership 
Benefits
6.29%

Events
12.41%

Other
0.51%

Financial Review

2015 REVENUE

2015 EXPENSES
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11 Central Square, Suite 1600
Youngstown, Ohio 44503

P: 330.744.2131
F: 330.746.0330

Warren Office: 
197 West Market St.

Suite 202
Warren, Ohio 44481

P: 330.392.6140
F: 330.746.0330

www.regionalchamber.com
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